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PRESIDENTS' INITIATIVE TO IMPROVE RETENTION AND
GRADUATION RATES

A Resolution

WHEREAS, based on current economic and demographic trends. by 2020 the nation will need as
many as 14 million more workers with some college education than its education systems will
have produced, and

WHEREAS, The Education Trust, a national education policy organization. recently called
attention to the need to improve graduation rates at U.S. colleges and universities, and

WHEREAS, only 18 percent of Louisiana residents hold a bachelor’s degree or higher, and

WHEREAS, the University of Louisiana System graduation rate is 35 percent, four percent below
the state average and 19 percent below the national average, and

WHEREAS, expanding college access among African Americans, Hispanics and non-Hispanic
whites could narrow income differences and add as much as $5 billion to Louisiana’s income.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the presidents of University of Louisiana System
universities agree their institutions shall exceed the national graduation rate by the year 2012,
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