
From: Jennifer Nichols [mailto:jnichols@aaup.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 02, 2011 4:55 PM 
To: Dianne Irvine 
Cc: Randy Moffett; webb@nsula.edu; jcrain@selu.edu; Jordan Kurland 
Subject: 

 

Dear Ms. Irvine, 

As you know, the AAUP is conducting an investigation of the program discontinuances in the 

University of Louisiana system that have resulted in the terminations of tenured faculty, and the 

investigating committee will be in Louisiana from November 11 to November 15. Our letter of 

September 30 requested a meeting with President Moffett and other administrators during the 

committee’s site visit, in order to discuss the UL administration’s position on the use and effects 

of program closures in a time of financial constraints. A telephone call between you and my 

colleague Jordan Kurland and a follow-up email to President Moffett followed. Then, in 

President Moffett’s emailed reply of October 26, he declined to meet with us in person, citing the 

attendance of system legal counsel at our meetings with designated university representatives at 

both Northwestern State University and Southeastern Louisiana University as constituting 

sufficient representation for the UL system. 

 

We understood this email as affirmation that these meetings had been approved, and with the 

assistance of faculty leaders at each institution, we therefore scheduled meetings with central 

administrators at both of these campuses. We were awaiting confirmation of the meeting 

locations and times when we received the news that you have directed administrators at both 

campuses to remand any such meeting requests back to your office. 

As a result, I am writing to request meetings with the president and provost at both Northwestern 

State University and Southeastern Louisiana University, as well as any other administrators 

whom President Moffett, President Webb, or President Crain would like to recommend. 

Members of the investigating committee will be in Natchitoches on the afternoon of Friday, 

November 11, and in Hammond on the morning of Monday, November 14, and for much of the 

day on Tuesday, November 15. We would welcome the opportunity to set up meetings with the 

appropriate administrators for those days and times. 

 

We look forward to your prompt reply. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jenn Nichols 
 
Jennifer J. Nichols, Ph.D. 
Department of Academic Freedom, Tenure, and Governance 
American Association of University Professors 
1133 Nineteenth Street, NW 
Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20036-3655 
202-737-5900 x 138 
800-424-2973 x 138 
Follow us on Twitter: http://twitter.com/AAUP  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=21119399464&ref=search&sid=1535952605.3742629718..1  
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