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Dear Mr. Kurland: 
  
Please see my attached letter to you, dated today’s date. The original will be mailed.  
Thanks. 
  
  
Randy Moffett 
President 
University of Louisiana System 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA  70802 
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Fax:  (225) 342-6473 
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February 16,2012

Mr. Jordan E. Kurland
Associate General Secretary
American Association of University Professors
1133 Nineteenth Street, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036-3655

Dear Mr. Kurland:

It has come to my attention that an article appeared last week in The Daily Star, a Hammond, Louisiana newspaper
concerning the “confidential draft” of the AAUP’s Committee A on Academic Freedom and Tenure Report
concerning the Committee’s recent investigation of Southeastern Louisiana University program discontinuance
issues. The article (attached) indicates that Dr. Joe Mirando told members of the University’s Faculty Senate that
the draft is not available for public dissemination, but that faculty members can get a hard or emailed copy from
Mirando “because the AAUP is trying to make sure the report is fair and accurate by gathering responses from the
faculty and administration alike.” This action is also substantiated in a draft copy of minutes from that same
Southeastern Faculty Senate meeting (also attached).

This release of the draft report totally contradicts my understanding of the purpose for its release and the manner in
which it would be handled. When we received the “confidential” draft of this report on January 27, 2012, you
indicated that it was being released to concerned parties for their comments and corrections. You also requested that
we treat the draft as confidential to the recipients, which we have respected. In light of these representations from
you, I was surprised to see the article and shocked to learn of the underhanded manner in which the “confidential”
draft has been disseminated to those outside of the intended list of recipients.

As I have indicated to you before, we take your organization’s concerns very seriously, just
faculty, staff and students. However, it is difficult for us to trust that your organization abides
when we are confronted with evidence of such behavior.

Sincerely,

as we do those of our
by the same principles
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Southeastern Louisiana University
FACULTY SENATE

Minutes

lUnapproved First Draft of Minutes of the February 8, 2012 Meetingj

I. Call to Order and Roll Call

President Schwartz called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. Membership Secretary Logan Place called
the roll. Absentees were as follows:

Anderson Bouton
Burke Cantwell (proxy)
Dranguet Effler
Fazio-Griffith Hathorn
Hebert Juban
Newkirk Ply (Christine Mitchell present to

serve as permanent proxy)

II. Minutes of January 25, 2012 Meeting

President Schwartz asked for approval of the minutes. The minutes were approved as distributed.

Ill. SGA President Luke Holloway Addressed the Faculty Senate

President Holloway advised Faculty Senate that SGA elections were coming up (last day to file is 2/10)
and asked senators to encourage students to run to support their college. He added that he was excited
about having money for departmental grants and was looking forward to helping out departments on
campus. He said SGA would sponsor a campus-wide, communitywide service project in April and
requested suggestions from senators. To offer suggestions email Luther-holloway-2.selu.

Senator Genre asked how much lead time departments had to submit departmental grant proposals. He
said SGA has already met with six or seven people and grants are awarded on a first come, first served
basis. He added that the amount for department grants has been increased to $1800.

Senator Cannon thanked SGA for all their support for student scholarships and study abroad.

IV. Tenure and Promotion GRAD Act Alignment

Senator Oescher reported that his committee is working on the faculty survey discussed at the last
meeting, but they were finding it much more complicated than they had envisioned. He said he hoped to
have something through committee by the next meeting.

V. Announcements

AAUP Chapter President Joe Mirando reported on the AAUP investigation of Southeastern and how the
university handled termination of three French tenured faculty members. Dr. Mirando reported that the
AAUP team came to campus in November and met with about a dozen professors, three or four of
whom spoke privately with the team. They have completed a preliminary draft of their report and
provided copies of it to Mirando, Dr. Cram, Faculty Senate President Richard Schwartz and Dr. Alvin
Burstein, president of the state AAUP. According to Dr. Mirando, the AAUP does not want the report



widely disseminated, but does want feedback from those who have read it as to whether it is fair and
accurate. He added that Southeastern’s chapter is still interested in hearing from more faculty, who may
obtain a copy of the report by requesting it either hard-copy or by email from Dr. Mirando. If by email,
Dr. Mirando requests that the faculty member use a non-Southeastern email address and non-
Southeastern equipment to receive the report. He can be reached for a copy by emailing

~rando ioe(Zlthellsouth.net.

“If I do send it to you, I must have your agreement that you will not publicly disseminate it. It’s just a
draft to get people’s response. I also need you to give me your feedback. The AAUP needs to hear your
opinion about how fair and accurate the report is,” said Dr. Mirando.

Dr. Mirando noted that the investigative committee will get responses and finalize their report around
late February and submit it to AAUP’s Committee on Academic Freedom and Tenure. That committee
will meet in March to make a decision on what type of action to take. Possibilities include two extremes
no action (based on what they see, sounds like there’s no violation) or censure of the administration a
kind of condemnation of the actions that were taken. The final report will be published in Academe
magazine and probably the Chronicle ofHigher Education and the popular press as well.

President Schwartz announced on behalf of Kathy Pittman that Rock and Roar is scheduled for
Saturday, March 24.

VI. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3:18 p.m. The next Faculty Senate meeting is on March 7,2012.

Respectfully submitted by
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