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One of Louisiana Tech University’s greatest strengths is 
that it has never been an institution that has rested on its 
accomplishments.  Our University prides itself on its ability 
to continually share a vision for the future with its 
constituents and then commit itself to the fulfillment 
of that vision.

Throughout my 22 years as Louisiana Tech president, I 
have had the privilege of seeing our campus community, 
economic and business partners, and community leaders 
come together as one to accomplish more than would 
ever have been possible individually.  This enthusiasm for 
working together has become the basis for our success 
as an institution and our contributions to creating a 
stronger and more prosperous Louisiana.

Without action, there is no reaction, and it’s clear that 
our actions have become a driving force in the economic 
and community growth of our region.  Louisiana Tech 
University’s vision is an ambitious one and there is still 
much that we are striving to achieve.  The future success 
of our University and our region is built on strengthening 
our existing partnerships with community and business 
leaders, while seeking to develop new relationships with 
professionals and organizations coming into our state.

A good university will use its intellectual and innovative 

strengths for the betterment of the institution.  A great 
university uses these assets for the betterment of us 
all.  Once again, Louisiana Tech is leading the way in 
innovation productivity and delivering new ideas to the 
region.  Our University continues to disclose inventions at 
five times the national average and works to commercialize 
these new technologies to get them into the marketplace 
where they can help stimulate the local economy.

Above all, Louisiana Tech University is committed to 
producing the state’s most highly qualified graduates who are 
prepared to serve as leaders in every industry and in all parts 
of the world.  Graduates leave our campus with educational 
experiences that extend far beyond the walls of the classroom, 
opportunities to excel in their personal and professional lives, 
and relationships that endure long after commencement.

Our success and contributions to Louisiana are the direct 
result of a commitment to our mission and our belief 
that we hold the key to enhancing the quality of life for 
all Louisianans. To that end, we will continue to provide 
strength and leadership to all of Louisiana.  Our pursuit of 
excellence is unwavering, our commitment to community 
is unrivaled, and our passion for discovery is unmatched.

This is our Louisiana Tech University.
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EIGHT UNIVERSITIES STRONG: With over 80,000 students, the University of Louisiana System is the largest 
higher education system in the state and produces about half of all undergraduate degrees.



�

Spending
The UL System’s statewide 
annual economic impact is $3.4 
billion and supports 34,800 non-
university jobs. 

This includes:
$101 million from affiliated 
organizations,
$148 million in health 
insurance payments,
$131 million impact of retiree 
spending,
$334 million in university 
operations,
$222 million in construction 
and capital outlay, 
$487 million from visitors,
$661 million in faculty and 
staff expenditures, and
$1.3 billion impact from 
student spending.

•
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•

•
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Teaching
UL System graduates have 
added $6.5 billion to Louisiana’s 
economy over the last 10 years.  
Bachelor’s degree holders have 
generated $5.6 billion, master’s 
degree holders $728 million, and 
associate’s degree holders $143 
million.

UL System schools produced 
455,669 degrees over the last 
50 years with 122,974 graduates 
between 1998 and 2007.

In the past 10 years the UL System 
generated the majority of graduates 
in the fields of criminal justice, 
family and consumer sciences and 
human sciences, health and fitness 
studies, public administration and 
social work, health professions and 
clinical sciences, education, visual 
and performing arts, computer and 
information sciences, and business, 
management and marketing.

Research & Service
UL System campuses are 
bolstering opportunities for new 
industry growth and enhancing 
established industries in Louisiana 
through innovative research and 
development and by providing 
strategic planning and professional 
services.

This study captured 188 research 
and service programs in the UL 
System.

They include:
28 in economic development,
23 in engineering and 
technology,
27 in cultural development,
24 in environmental and 
natural sciences, and
86 in education, health and 
human services.

•
•

•
•

•

Quality of Life
The UL System enhances life 
experiences of its students, 
employees and community 
members by creating unique 
learning and cultural opportunities.

On average, there are 100 events 
taking place every day at UL System 
campuses.  Last year, campus 
events attracted 3.7 million people, 
45 percent of those being off-
campus visitors.

Additionally, UL System faculty and 
staff volunteered 567,000 hours 
last year, and students logged 1.9 
million hours in their communities.

Institutions of higher learning have a direct impact on 
the economic success of a state and region, and there 
is a direct correlation between higher education and 
the positive outcomes on quality of life measures.

In essence, higher education pays.  

College graduates earn more and spend more than those 
without a college degree.  The taxes paid by college 
graduates are greater and are used for the public good, 
including repaying the cost of a college education 
several times over.

The state’s investment in higher education is an 
investment in the future of Louisiana as college graduates 
are productive members of society, paying taxes, 
volunteering, voting and raising families with similar 
goals of attaining a college degree.

With over 80,000 students, the University of 
Louisiana System is the state’s largest higher 
education system.  Consisting of eight four-year 
universities strategically located across the state, 
the economic and quality of life impacts of the UL 

System enrich each of the state’s 64 parishes.

As evidenced in the comprehensive study of the economic 
and community impacts of the eight universities in the 
University of Louisiana System, investments in higher 
education have a ripple effect on the economic vitality 
of the entire state and the quality of life of its citizens. 

Our universities provide jobs, train future workforces, 
incubate businesses, create and bolster new 
industries, enrich the lives of residents through 
the arts and humanities, and sustain the financial 
stability of communities where they are located.

The combined impacts of Grambling State University, 
Louisiana Tech University, McNeese State University, 
Nicholls State University, Northwestern State University, 
Southeastern Louisiana University, the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette and the University of 
Louisiana at Monroe are in the billions of dollars.

That’s the power of EIGHT 
UNIVERSITIES STRONG.

University of Louisiana System
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The University of Louisiana System is comprised of: Grambling State University, Louisiana Tech University, McNeese State 
University, Nicholls State University, Northwestern State University, Southeastern Louisiana University, University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette, and University of Louisiana at Monroe.  The value added to Louisiana’s economy by increased taxable earnings 
of UL System graduates over the last 10 years is $6.5 billion.

Louisiana Tech University

“Eight Universities Strong” is more 
than just a tagline.  It’s a reflection 
of the collaborative partnerships 
that exist between the eight 
institutions in the University 
of Louisiana System.

From joint degree programs to 
pooling resources for cost- 

savings measures to student 
initiatives, the UL System proves 

universities enhance their individual  impacts when 
working together.

“Our universities have a history of working 
collaboratively through joint programs and sharing of 
resources.  We want to build upon that foundation, as 
we are good stewards of taxpayer dollars invested in our 
enterprises,” said UL System President Randy Moffett.

Working Together in Teaching 
Three strong joint degree programs already exist  
between UL System universities.  

McNeese State University in Lake Charles, 
Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond, and 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette comprise 
the Intercollegiate Consortium for a Master of 
Science in Nursing.  Created in 1986, this consortium 

allows students to enroll in courses at any of the 
participating universities and receive credit toward 
a master’s degree.  Accredited by the National 
League for Nursing Accrediting Commission, 
the advanced nursing specialty tracks offered 
are nursing administration, nursing education, 
clinical nurse specialist, and nurse practitioner.

Grambling State University in Grambling, Louisiana 
Tech University in Ruston, and the University of 
Louisiana at Monroe established the Louisiana 
Education Consortium (LEC) in 1995 to offer a joint 
doctoral program in education.  With specialization 
in either curriculum and instruction or educational 
leadership, the Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) degree 
program has generated 85 graduates.  Over two 
thirds of those graduates currently work in K-12 or 
higher education in Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas. 

Southeastern and UL Lafayette also offer a joint 
doctoral program through the Consortium for Ed.D. 
in Educational Leadership.  Established in 2006, the 
program will award its first degrees this May 2009.  In 
order for more efficient course delivery, each university 
has primary responsibility for certain program courses.  
Thus, those enrolled at Southeastern take seven 
courses offered by UL Lafayette, and UL Lafayette 
students take seven courses offered by Southeastern.
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Louisiana Tech University

About the Study
Initiated in August 2008, the University of Louisiana 
System Economic and Community Impact Study 
was conducted by Applied Technology Research 
Corporation of Baton Rouge.  The study relied on 
data provided by the eight universities, the University 
of Louisiana System, the Louisiana State Employees 

Retirement System, Teachers Retirement System of 
Louisiana, and the Office of Group Benefits.  The 
methodology used is consistent with that of other 
university impact studies conducted around the 
nation.

UL System President Randy Moffett has asked 
the eight university presidents to explore futher 
opportunities for establishing new joint course 
offerings and degree programs.

“We want to see more cooperative endeavors like 
these across our system.  It’s good for the students 
in terms of expediting degree attainment; it’s good 
for faculty in terms of peer development; and it’s 
good for our state in terms of a higher educated 
citizenry and fiscal responsibility,” said Moffett.

Working Together for Cost Savings 
Looking beyond academic collaborations, the Board 
of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana 
System recently established a Cost Containment and 
Efficiencies Committee.  The committee is researching 
how to build upon existing collaborations between 
campuses and pool resources to streamline costs.

In the beginning stages of their work, the committee 
has already identified four ways to work collaboratively:

Energy – The committee is looking at the 
feasibility of purchasing electricity in bulk  
quantities for the UL System.  

Credit Card Processing Fee – The committee is 
collecting information from the universities to 
explore ways to lower credit card processing fees.

Telecommunications – The committee is working 
with the Office of Telecommunications (OTM) to 
determine if there are ways to cut costs for local, 
long-distance, e-mail, and internet connections.

Healthcare – The committee is exploring the 
feasibility of setting up a healthcare insurance 
network for UL System faculty, staff, and 
students and other options.

Working Together for Student Initiatives  
The UL System is a student-centered system, as 
evidenced by the Board-recognized Student Advisory 

•

•

•

•

Council (SAC).  SAC consists of the Student 
Government Association Presidents from each of 
the eight universities and meets regularly to share 
information and identify ways to work collaboratively.

Past UL System student-led initiatives include the 
“RU Ready?” campaign, where university students 
visited middle schools across the state to talk about 
the importance of college preparation, and Extreme 
Spring Break, where college students traded their 
spring breaks to rebuild the Gulf Coast after 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

Currently, UL System students are the cornerstone of 
the system’s service-learning and mentoring initiatives.  

Through a three-year, $1.2 million grant from the 
National Corporation for Community Service’s Learn 
and Service America Division, the UL System 
funded 70 service-learning projects and nine related 
mentoring programs.  These projects have already 
engaged 675 faculty and staff, 8,462 college students 
and 243 community partners.

Conclusion 
As the largest higher education system in the state,  
the reach of the eight universities’ 9,500 employees and 
80,000 students is broad.  Leveraging the power 
of eight four-year universities has yielded collaborative 
partnerships that touch academics, students and 
campus operations.  

As the Economic and Community Impact Study 
reveals, each university has a significant impact on the 
state’s economic vitality and the quality of life of 
its citizens.  Collectively, that impact grows to 
a $3.4 billion impact each year that touches all 64 
parishes in Louisiana.

“Eight Universities Strong” is more than a tagline.  It 
defines and guides the work of the largest system in 
the state.  The University of Louisiana System is  
EIGHT UNIVERSITIES STRONG!
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Spending

Thousands of Louisiana Tech fans visit Ruston to pack Joe Aillet Stadium and cheer the Bulldogs.  Visitor 
spending has an $8� million impact on Louisiana’s economy.
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Louisiana Tech University is an essential economic driver 
to the state and the communities it serves.  With sustained 
expenditures by the institution, its employees, and its students, 
the campus provides an economic benefit that is significant.

As part of the UL System, the impact of each dollar invested 
in the university is multiplied by eight as it cycles through our 
state economy.

Tech has a total spending impact of $462 million.  That 
includes a $39 million annual impact of university 
operating expenditures, $29 million from capital outlay and 
construction projects, $22 million from health insurance 
payments, $22 million from retiree spending, $82 million 
from visitor expenditures, $110 million from spending by 
faculty and staff, and $145 million from student expenditures.

Job Creation  
An additional benefit to Louisiana Tech spending is the 
creation of 4,746 non-university jobs throughout 
Louisiana.  These are full-time equivalent positions that 

support expenditures such as construction, healthcare, 
and food services.

Students  
Tech’s enrollment plays an important role in supporting the 
community.  Student spending in areas such as housing, 
food, entertainment, telecommunications, and transportation 
generates an annual $145 million 
impact on Louisiana’s economy.

Student spending at Tech also supports over 1,418 non-
university jobs in Louisiana’s restaurant, entertainment 
and retail industries.

Faculty/Staff  
There are 1,381 faculty and staff employed by Louisiana 
Tech University.  Their expenditures on items such as 
housing, food, entertainment, telecommunications, and 
transportation generate an annual $110 million impact on 
Louisiana.  Those expenditures also support over 1,000 jobs.

IMPACTSpending

$8 Return for Every 
$� Louisiana Invests in Louisiana Tech

$462 Million 
Annual Impact 

IMPACTby Source

Spending
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Spending

University Operations  
In 2007-08, Louisiana Tech’s operating expenditures on 
items such as supplies, equipment, and services garnered an 
impact of $39 million on the state, with over 596 community 
jobs created as a result of university operations expenditures. 

Construction  
Between 2001 and 2008, 11 construction projects occurred 
on Tech’s campus.  Those projects yielded a $229 million 
impact on the state and created over 2,100 jobs.

An eight-year average of construction at Louisiana Tech 
University revealed an average annual impact of $29 million, 
with  nearly 300 non-university jobs tied to university 
construction projects each year.

Visitors  
Each year, Louisiana Tech hosts numerous visitors 
for cultural, sporting, and educational events.  Visitor 
expenditures on items such as transportation, food, and 
lodging impact the state economy by $82 million.  

Visitor spending also accounts for 800 jobs.

Health Insurance   
About 90.2percent of Tech’s health insurance payments 
are made to health care providers in Louisiana. Those 

payments generate an economic impact of $22 million 
and create 226 jobs.

Retirees  
Approximately 84 percent of Louisiana Tech’s retired 
faculty and staff reside in Louisiana, adding $22 
million to the economy after their employment at the 
university.  Their spending supports over 200 jobs.

Affiliated Organizations  
Affiliated organizations are third-party entities that 
perform services on behalf of the university.  This 
includes food services, bookstores, housing management, 
and foundations.  Spending by these organizations 
generates an annual impact of $14 million. 

Conclusion  
Strong, significant, and symbiotic relationships 
exist between local businesses and the university 
communities they serve.  The presence of UL System 
universities are economic engines in their regions.  

These study results demonstrate the extent to which 
Louisiana’s economy and the north Louisiana region, 
in particular, are tied to Louisiana Tech University. 

4,760 non-university 
jobs created as a result of 
spending

Spending



��

Rich tradition, collegiate 
competition a winning 
combination for everyone 
The success of Louisiana Tech’s men’s and women’s 
athletic teams is most often charted in game stories 
and box scores.

But the impact of Tech athletics, the way it serves to 
improve both the economics and quality of life in Ruston 
and North Louisiana, runs far deeper than just numbers 
on a newspaper’s Sports page.

By its nature, collegiate competition promotes loyalty 
and enthusiasm. Those factors mean fan support and 
allegiance, which translates into a steady economic 
impact that saturates the area year-’round.

Louisiana Tech athletics has become an institution in 
itself in northern Louisiana.  Tech’s 16 NCAA Division I 
programs continue to provide a number of opportunities 
for national exposure and to attract new visitors to the 
region.

During the fall, home football games average more than 
20,000 fans; Tech played six home games in 2008. 
The weekend crowds boost hotel stays, restaurant 
bookings, shopping excursions and of course, food and 
convenience store sales. For each home football game, 
Ruston’s 975 hotel rooms are sold out.

Bulldog and Lady Techster basketball provide an 
entertainment and television perspective, offering more 
exposure opportunities with the large number of home 
games and the number of televised games.  Baseball’s 
economic impact on the community is also significant 
with visiting teams spending more nights in Ruston 
than do the visiting teams for any other sport.

Tech athletics motivates alumni to return to the campus 
and the community and to maintain or re-establish 
a connection with the area after graduation.  The 
pride and association that athletics provides to both 
the alumni community and the general population of 
northern Louisiana is strong and enduring.

Tech’s enrollment is also directly affected by athletics.  
Nearly 400 student-athletes come to the University to 
earn a top-flight education, but they also give back to 
the area in a number of volunteer or community service 
capacities.  The media attention that Tech athletics 
generates is also of significant value to the University 
as well as the region.

But there are other more intangible effects of Tech 
athletics; those have to do with its improving the quality 
of life here in Ruston and in North Louisiana.

Tech athletes are, after all, students first, athletes 
second. When they were Bulldogs, Tech greats like 
Terry Bradshaw and his favorite collegiate receiver, 
Tommy Spinks, were playing football with Vacation 
Bible Schoolers in Ruston in the late-’60s.

The same spirit holds true today. Football players teach 
soccer at local schools. A baseball player drafted into 
the pros comes back to Ruston to practice with a team 
of 10-year-old Dixie Leaguers. Bowlers, tennis players, 
baseball players and track athletes have volunteered at 
fundraising concession stands at youth-league games, 
have helped get youth-league fields ready for play, 
and have officiated youth-league and church-league 
games.

Finally, Tech athletics provides support to area schools 
and local students through coaching clinics, summer 
camp skill instruction and use of athletic facilities.  
Youngsters see Tech athletes as “real people,” not 
just characters competing on a TV screen. For young 
students in the area, Tech athletes illustrate work 
ethic, the importance of education and the rewards of 
working through adversity. 

It is hard to dispute the tremendous positive impact 
that Louisiana Tech athletics has on the citizens of 
northern Louisiana in a variety of areas. The athletic 
program provides a great source of pride and a 
season-to-season entertainment value. The athletic 
department has a tremendous economic impact within 
the community by bringing to town thousands of people 
who spend their dollars in area businesses.

Spending

Spending
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Teaching

Hands-on learning at A.E. Phillips Laboratory School. 
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Louisiana Tech University produces quality graduates 
that create, enhance and support Louisiana’s workforce.

Louisiana Tech has awarded 77,302 degrees over 
the last 50 years.  More recently, the last 10 years 
have seen 18,882 graduates from Tech including 
13,148 bachelor’s degrees 4,060 master’s degrees, 
831 associate’s degrees, and 276 doctoral degrees.

Not only is Louisiana Tech University producing 
a significant number of degrees, the university is 
also meeting the needs of Louisiana’s workforce. 

Tech is home to the system’s only psychology 
doctoral program, generating 25 degrees in the 
state in this particular field.  Additionally, the 
university has produced 94 of the state’s engineering 
doctoral graduates over the past ten years.

Louisiana Tech has generated a significant number 

of advanced degrees over the last ten years.  Over 
630 engineering graduates at the master’s level as 
well as 570 master degrees in psychology came 
from Tech.  Also, Louisiana Tech is one of just 
two institutions in the system that offers a doctoral 
program in computer and information sciences, 
producing nearly half of the graduates in the state.

Prominent Baccalaureate degrees at the Ruston university 
include engineering, social sciences, and transportation 
and materials moving that produced 1,630; 702; and 
430 degrees respectively over the past ten years. 

The university’s commitment to enhancing Louisiana 
and the north central region’s workforce is evident 
through the amount of quality of graduates produced 
over the past 10 years.  As a member of the University of 
Louisiana System, Tech is a key contributor to the largest 
degree-producing higher education system in Louisiana.  

With approximately two-thirds of UL System graduates 
remaining in the state, graduates of the eight universities 
make up a large proportion of Louisiana’s professional 
workforce.

Even still, there remains a need in Louisiana for 
professionals in critical shortage areas.  Governor 
Bobby Jindal has made strengthening Louisiana’s 
work force a top priority of his administration.

“One of the goals of our redesign of the workforce 
development system in Louisiana is to connect the dots 
between market demand for employees with particular 
skills and the education and training institutions that 
can turn out graduates with those skills,” said Louisiana 

Tech Graduates Are 
Louisiana’s Workforce

IMPACTTeaching

$973 Million
Added to 

Louisiana’s Economy 
by Tech Grads Over 
the Last �0 Years

Drake Mills
President and CEO of Community Trust Bank

“Louisiana Tech University is one of the single 
most important economic and community 
assets that northern Louisiana has.” 

Teaching
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Teaching

The “butterfly effect” describes a condition in 
which small changes in one environment can 
ultimately result in epic and enduring changes in 
other environments.

Louisiana Tech University is creating its own 
“butterfly effect” by providing students with unique 
learning opportunities and producing graduates 
with the confidence and leadership skills needed 
to build a better tomorrow for northern Louisiana.

Interdisciplinary collaborations, innovative outreach 
programs, and living-learning communities form 
the cornerstone of Louisiana Tech’s efforts to 
create new economic and community growth 
opportunities by investing its most valued assets: 
its people.

The Cyber Discovery Camp and Studies in 
Cyberspace course exemplifies this approach.  It 
shows what can be achieved when ten professors 
from a variety of disciplines come together to 
share a multi-faceted perspective of a complex 
issue that can significantly impact our economy 
and our society.

Cyber Discovery Camp, a collaboration with the 
Cyber Innovation Center in Bossier City, features 
workshops for high school teachers, while students 
learn about the history of cyberspace, enjoy hands-

Strength in People, 
Strength in Purpose

Teaching

Workforce Commission Executive Director Tim Barfield. 

“Once we can draw a straight line between them, we will 
have overcome one of the largest obstacles to economic 
development in our state. The eight campuses of the 
University of Louisiana System are an important 
component of that solution,” said Barfield. 

Degree attainment is especially important in a state 
where only 20  percent of the population hold a bachelor’s 
degree or higher as compared to 27 percent nationally. 
per the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community 
Survey.  The Council for a Better Louisiana’s 2009 
Fact Book also shows our state as the third highest in 
the nation in overall poverty at 16 percent.  That is  a 
problem that can be solved, in part, by education.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, higher learning 
equals higher earning.  Associate degree graduates make 
an additional $4,294 in wages per year over high school 
graduates.  That annual additional salary grows by $17,287 
for a bachelor’s degree and $27,856 for a master’s degree.

Taking into account the incremental earnings per year  
as a result of degree attainment and in-state retention, 
University of Louisiana System graduates have added 
about $6.5 billion to Louisiana’s economy over the 
last 10 years.

The benefits of UL System graduates go beyond 
quantifiable measures.  According to the Institute for 
Higher Education Policy, college graduates have improved 
health and longer life expectancies, participate more 
in their communities through service and charitable 
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Teaching

xx

giving, have more hobbies and leisure activities, are 
more likely to participate in civic activities such 
as voting, make better consumer decisions, have 
a better appreciation of diversity, are less likely 
to participate in crime, and have an improved 
quality of life for themselves and their children.

U.S. Census Bureau data reinforces these claims in  
Louisiana.  Ninety-one percent of bachelor’s degree 
holders reported good to very good health versus only 
80 percent of those with high school diplomas. 
Additionally, 85 percent of bachelor’s degree holders 
voted in the 2000 Presidential election versus 64 percent 
of high school graduates.

on activities, explore possible cyber career fields, and 
work with cyber systems and programs.

The Studies in Cyberspace course capitalized on the 
momentum of the Cyber Discovery Camp, exposing Tech 
students to the unique research and career opportunities 
that exist within the field.  Cyberspace research and 
security impact everyone and is of particular importance 
to the citizens of our area.

Louisiana Tech’s College of Applied and Natural Sciences 
and College of Engineering and Science are looking to 
reach students at an even earlier age, using science and 
discovery as a way to develop northern Louisiana’s future 
leaders.

Creating Connections, a National Science Foundation-
funded outreach program to encourage students to 
pursue careers in science and math is investing in area 
schools by creating hand-on experiences and offering 
professional development opportunities for teachers and 
fellows.

Creating Connections also helps students and teachers 
understand science and scientific processes, which 
can help people to develop strong reasoning, logic, 
and business and personal decision-making skills.  The 
program will also invest approximately $75,000 in three 
area schools and create over 60 complete, hands-on 
labs for use by teachers.

Teachers and fellows from the Creating Connections 
program are already seeking ways to develop their own 
outreach programs in this part of Louisiana in order to 
continue this innovative approach to teaching students 
science and math.

The Science and Technology Education Center (SciTEC) at 
Louisiana Tech University is an active outreach program 
of the College of Education developed to serve the school 
systems and communities of northern Louisiana.

Through the NASA Educator Resource Center, The IDEA 
Place, professional development programs for teachers, 
and community outreach activities, SciTEC is helping to 
develop a higher-order of thinking skills in students and 
the incorporation of real-world experiences and hands-on 
learning activities.

SciTEC is also striving to address important educational 
issues such as the acute shortage of teachers in the 
critical areas of math and science and the low number of 
economically disadvantaged and minority students that 
enter post secondary education programs.

Partnerships with area business and industry leaders 
helps SciTEC to develop programs that will provide a pool 
of potential employees that possess the necessary skills 
to make a positive contribution.

For Louisiana Tech’s first-year students, living-learning 
communities (LLCs) have become the foundation for a 
smooth transition into a higher-education
environment by encouraging collaborative learning
between students, faculty and staff .

LLCs promote the idea of networking, stronger verbal 
and thinking skills due to group discussion, stronger 
social skills, and enhancing a stronger understanding of 
academic content. Through infusing
ideas about civic engagement and responsibility, LLCs 
also prepare students to make a strong impact
in the community as more well-rounded citizens.

Louisiana Tech University continues to be a catalyst for 
change in northern Louisiana’s community and economic 
environments. Through its innovative and interactive 
programs, Louisiana Tech will also be the means for epic 
and enduring changes that are soon to come.

Strength continued..

Teaching
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Research
& Service

Louisiana Tech University engineering students developing ‘Boe Bots.’ Tech offers outstanding and innovative 
undergraduate degree programs supported by student-oriented education and research centers.
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Through strategic planning, professional services 
and innovative research, Louisiana Tech 
University provides opportunities for the growth 
and enhancement of both new and established 
industries in its surrounding communities.

Louisiana Tech University’s research and service 
activities span all five colleges: Business, Applied & 
Natural Sciences, Education, Engineering & Science, 
and Liberal Arts. The University also has a campus 
at Barksdale Air Force Base in Bossier City and a 
Technology Transfer Center in Shreveport through 
which education, research and service activities are 
provided to the Shreveport-Bossier community. 

According to data captured for this study, Tech has at 
least 26 research and service activities including seven 
economic initiatives, six engineering and technology 
programs, one cultural development program, and 12 
education, health and human services activities.

Engineering and Technology 
Louisiana Tech University demonstrates a strong 
commitment to research, with a special emphasis on 
engineering and science.  Research is focused in six 
highly interdisciplinary centers of excellence: the Institute 
for Micromanufacturing (IfM), Center for Biomedical 
Engineering and Rehabilitation Science (CyBERS), 
Trenchless Technology Center (TTC), Center for Applied 
Physics Studies (CAPS), Center for Secure Cyberspace 
(CSC), and Center for Entrepreneurship and Information 
Technology (CEnIT).  Students have opportunities 
to take undergraduate and graduate coursework and 
conduct research in emerging fields such as nanosystems 
engineering, microsystems, microelectronics, trenchless 
infrastructure systems, and neural engineering. 

The IfM is a world-class research and development 
facility with more than 50 research faculty and staff. 
IfM researchers are pioneers in the development of 
the layer-by-layer nanoassembly technique for the 
realization of novel nanoscale multi-layered materials 
and structures with highly desirable properties.  The 
IfM faculty are finding a wide range of applications 
ranging from nanocoated microshells for drug delivery 
to materials for anticorrosion coatings, to body 
armor and biomedical implants, to microsensors for 
chemical detection, to scaffolds for tissue growth.  

The new Biomedical Engineering Building houses the 
Department of Biomedical Engineering, one of the 
oldest and strongest biomedical engineering programs 
in the nation.  The building contains biomedical 

engineering research labs, animal research labs, classrooms, 
technology incubator offices, and a large rotunda for 
conferences and receptions.  Special capabilities exist 
in bionanotechnology, neural engineering, biomedical 
microsystems and rehabilitation engineering research.

Louisiana Tech is a founding member of the Louisiana 
Optical Network Initiative (LONI), a high-speed fiber 
optic network connecting the State’s research universities 
and medical centers to national and international 
networks. LONI provides researchers with a high 
performance computing and optical grid infrastructure 
that is unsurpassed anywhere in the nation.  Louisiana 
Tech has leveraged LONI’s capabilities to advance 
its computational research in each of its centers.

The University is leveraging its strengths in the fields of 
nanotechnology, biomedical engineering, information 
technology, and other emerging technologies to create 
many partnerships with industry, other institutions, 
national laboratories, financial institutions, private 
investors, economic development entities, and the 
community to fuel economic development in Louisiana.  

Economic Development 
According to many experts focused on the creative 
economy, the interaction between innovation, technology, 
entrepreneurship, and art is crucial to the development 
of a culture that is conducive to growth and prosperity 
in a community. Louisiana Tech University understands 
its relationship to the surrounding community and its 
responsibility to the region, and has built an innovation 
enterprise that is producing significant positive impacts on 
the region and has the potential in the future to change the 
landscape of its regional economy. Tech’s multidisciplinary 
efforts to develop and commercialize new technologies 
and promote the growth of technology start-ups in the 
region are at the heart of its innovation enterprise.

Louisiana Tech is laying the foundation for economic 
success by driving innovation from its campus to its 
workforce and to the business community of north 
Louisiana and beyond. With a particular strength in 
engineering, a multidisciplinary research environment, 
and sophisticated facilities to support scientific research, 
Louisiana Tech has taken a leading role in integrating 
advanced technology into teaching, research and economic 
development efforts. The University is becoming a 
hub of technology commercialization activity.

The rapidly growing research program in emerging 
technologies has had a significant impact on the growth 
of intellectual property at the University; and Tech’s 

IMPACTResearch & Service

Louisiana Tech Fuels 
Economic Growth

Research
& Service



�8

Research & Service

Institute for Micromanufacturing is a world-class R&D facility 
focusing on research of materials, devices and systems at the 
micro and nano scales. 

Center for Biomedical Engineering and Rehabilitation 
Science is Tech’s foundational research center aimed at the 
solution of significant problems that limit the health and well-
being of individuals.

Center for Entrepreneurship and Information Technology 
promotes a culture of entrepreneurship across the campus 
and supports efforts towards commercialization of inventions.

Enterprise Center facilitates and promotes the growth of new 
and existing ventures of the innovation enterprise in north 
Louisiana.

Enterprise Campus is a new master-planned research park 
development.  It plays an important role in promoting and 
extending the university’s research and development activities 
through industry partnerships, supporting the growth of 
new ventures, and promoting technology-based economic 
development along the I-20 corridor.

Center for Rural Development serves as a link between 
research and expertise at Louisiana Tech and rural 
communities with the overall goal of improving the quality of 
life in Louisiana’s rural areas.

Technology Transfer Center provides connections and 
promotes partnerships between university and industry in the 
Shreveport-Bossier community.

Psychological Services Clinic provides assessment and 
therapeutic psychological services to the community.

Speech and Hearing Center provides a range of audiological 
services, speech and language services, and clinical & 
counseling services.

Professional Development and Research Institute on 
Blindness provides leadership in creating programs and 
conducting research that empower blind individuals to live 
independently and participate fully in society.

Center for Economic Education assists high schools in 
planning and implementing economics into their curriculum.

Highlights
commercialization process is becoming 
a model for technology transfer.  That 
process goes well beyond its research 
centers of excellence. It also includes 
its Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Information Technology (CEnIT).

CEnIT is the nexus which brings 
together all of our innovative research 
with the expertise of our Office 
of Intellectual Property and the 
University Research Foundation, the 
business development resources of our 
Enterprise Center, and engages 
students through three separate, but 
coordinated, National Science 
Foundation-funded innovation 
programs focused on technology 
development and commercialization. 
These include student teams that work 
with technologies being developed at 
the University and help push them 
along the road to commercialization 
through prototype design and 
construction, marketing research, 
and business planning.  CEnIT 
promotes a culture of entrepreneurship 
through several curricular and 
extracurricular activities, including an 
annual business plan competition. 

The Louisiana Tech Enterprise 
Center houses Louisiana Tech’s 
two Technology Incubators, the 
Technology Business Development 
Center (TBDC), and the Enterprise 
Center Art Gallery. It is designed 
to facilitate and promote the growth 
of new and existing ventures of the 
innovation enterprise in the I-20 
corridor of north Louisiana. Providing 
administrative assistance and overhead 
facilities to start-up companies allows 
them to concentrate on research, 
marketing, and production, and 
exhibit space for community artists, art 
education programs, and networking 
activities promote entrepreneurship 
in the arts. While the primary service 
area includes 20 parishes in the I-20 
corridor, this region also expands 
to include other Louisiana parishes 
or prospective companies interested 
in locating in north Louisiana.

Similarly, the TBDC supports and 
facilitates the establishment, growth, 
and success of technology-based 
businesses which demonstrate 
high growth potential. All support 
state and regional strategies related 
to research and development, 
cluster-based economic 
development, entrepreneurship, 
and retention of Louisiana’s 

Research
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young and educated population.

A recent economic development study by Competitive 
Strategies Group, a major economic consulting firm 
based in Atlanta, rated Lincoln Parish as the only parish 
in Louisiana to score high on their innovation economy 
index. And their report stated that this was due to the 
activities and impacts of Louisiana Tech University.

The University has been successful in this strategy in 
part because of our combination of advanced research 
and development facilities, multi-disciplinary programs, 
commercialization infrastructure, entrepreneurial culture, 
and extensive support network for new and growing 
technology businesses. These resources represent one of 
the most significant new economy assets in our state. 

As an institution that connects the region to global 
flows of knowledge, innovation, and technology the 
University represents a critical regional link to the 
global economy. The next phase of these activities 
is the new Louisiana Tech Enterprise Campus.

The Enterprise Campus will be a vibrant extension 
of Tech’s main campus, and we anticipate a 
seamless transition between the knowledge borne 
of our research enterprise through the innovations 
emerging from entrepreneurial students to the 
successful high-growth companies, all will be enriched 
through exposure to outstanding arts, cultural, and 
athletic activities that are within a short walk.  

With the cutting-edge research and technology 
transfer activities growing at Louisiana Tech and the 
community partnerships that are developing to enhance 
those activities, the city of Ruston is primed and ready 
to be the core of an innovation enterprise  that can 
impact the nation and the world and enhance the 
quality of life in our region for decades to come.

Education, Health and Human Services 
Education and health and human services are also 
areas in which Louisiana Tech’s community outreach 
programs greatly impact the local economy. The Speech 
and Hearing Center provides appropriate and direct 
supervision of clinical practicum to individuals entering 
the discipline of human communication sciences 
and disorders; provides direct diagnostic services and 
treatment services for individuals of all ages with speech, 
language, and hearing disorders; serves a consultative and 
collaborative role for exchange of information among 
persons and organizations; and provides opportunities 
for research activities to enhance knowledge about 
human communication processes and disorders.

The Professional Development and Research Institute on 
Blindness advances the fields of vocational rehabilitation 
and education as they relate to individuals who are 
blind or severely impaired.  The Institute focuses on 
the identification and development of best practices 
for increasing the educational achievements for 
blind/visually impaired children and the employment 
outcomes for adults who are blind/visually impaired.

The Center for Economic Education (CEE) 

provides guidance and resources throughout North 
Louisiana to assist high schools in planning and 
implementing economics into their curriculum, and 
offers educational materials to high schools for use 
in economics classes. The Center for Instructional 
Technology and Distance Learning (CITDL) supports 
the development and application of instructional 
technologies and electronic learning multimode 
methodologies that improve outcomes in the traditional 
and non-traditional learning environment.

The Center for Rehabilitation Engineering, Science and 
Technology provides assistive technology assessment and 
training services for persons with disabilities, with 90% of 
funding provided by Louisiana Rehabilitation Services.

The Integrated STEM Education Research Center 
(ISERC) was established to build on the momentum 
of several years of NSF research funding in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
education and to ensure continuing innovations in STEM 
education. The ISERC serves as a catalyst for research 
in engineering and science education at Louisiana Tech 
and throughout the nation, continues multidisciplinary 
collaboration in engineering and science education reform, 
disseminates innovative practices in engineering and 
science education, and promotes a culture of educational 
innovation among engineering and science faculty.

Conclusion  
Louisiana Tech University, along with the University of 
Louisiana System’s other seven universities, is steadfastly 
dedicated to building a knowledge-based economy to 
ensure Louisiana’s future vitality. Collective efforts foster 
substantive economic development in north Louisiana and 
support statewide economic development by working with 
key industry clusters, improving employment opportunities 
for university graduates, commercializing university 
intellectual property, assisting entrepreneurial endeavors, 
and strengthening technology business support systems.

The mutual commitment that Louisiana Tech shares 
with its neighboring communities is inherently evident 
in the service and outreach efforts that are consistently 
offered to promote local success and achievement. 
Through this wide range of entities, Tech is able to 
contribute directly and indirectly to the economic and 
social prosperity of its surrounding regions. Through 
research and service, the University’s efforts play a role 
in sustaining innovation and growth within our state.

MARCUS MORTON, 
President of Network 
Foundation Technologies

“The impacts of Louisiana 
Tech’s research activities 
and innovations are being 
felt regionally, nationally, 
and globally.”
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Dedication of new Habitat House.
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Louisiana Tech
Enhances Lives

IMPACTQuality of Life

Louisiana Tech University enhances the life experiences 
of its students, employees, and community members by 
creating unique learning and cultural opportunities.

Located in north Louisiana, Tech enriches its community 
with arts and humanities programs such as the 
International Culture and Food Fest, Spring Concert, and 
Sweet Charity.  These programs and others bring local, 
national, and international lectures,  music, and theatrical 
programs to the campus and communities it serves.

Ruston’s university community relies on LTU to 
serve as the hub for cultural programming, family-
friendly activities, and community-building events 
above and beyond university activities.

Louisiana Tech University’s participation in the 
Independence Bowl in Shreveport attracted 30,000 
people in 2008, and declared the Bulldogs football 
champions.  Events such as these bring the 
communities Tech serve a sense of commonality and 
camaraderie.  This event not only benefits fans 
of Louisiana Tech, but also the tourism sector 
of Shreveport’s economy.

On average, there are �00 
events taking place every day 
at UL System campuses. 
Combined, the eight UL System universities of 
which Tech is a member of had almost 36,000 
event days and 3.9 million visitor days last year.

Examples of major event attendance at Tech include:

Louisiana Tech Football, which had an 
attendance of 120,000 over the season,

Hoop Troop, which attracted a total 
of 7,600 people to the university, 

The Greek Unity Step Show, 
which drew 3,000 people, 

Space Days, also with 3,500, 

Russia’s History: A Glimpse of Russian Heritage, 
which had 2,000 people in attendance,

•

•

•

•

•

Dan Hollingsworth
Mayor, City of Ruston

“Louisiana Tech is a great university striving to be 
greater.  It’s cultural and economic impacts help 
make Ruston a great place to live.” 

WAC baseball tournament 
drew 5,000 visitors, and 

Spring Commencement 2008, which 
had an attendance of 8,000.

Louisiana Tech visitor spending had a $28 million 
impact on the state; $12 million of that impact came 
directly from visitor spending for events and activities. 

Campus events at LTU attracted 
over ��8,000 people, �8 percent 
of those being off-campus visitors. 
Those visitors infused money into the state’s economy 
through food purchases, lodging, and travel expenses.  
For  example, 41,396 (11%) of university visitors 
stayed in paid lodging.

Service-Learning and Volunteerism 
Enhancing service-learning and volunteerism across 
the eight universities is a priority for the UL System.  
In 2006, the system acquired a three-year, $1.2 
million grant from the Corporation for National 

•

•
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Even football has a strong connection to music.

With Louisiana Tech’s football program, there 
is a band, and through that band, community 
orchestras can form. In the same token, with 
drama departments, there is a pool of talent for 
community theater. 

Louisiana Tech is bringing the community together, 
not only along the Interstate 20 corridor but also 
statewide and even nationwide. It is a growing, 
exuberant community that begins in Ruston through 
a university with 11,000 students.

Area chambers of commerce in Ruston, Shreveport 
and Monroe all agree: Louisiana Tech greatly 
benefits north Louisiana. From internships to 
employees to serving on committees, Tech faculty, 
staff and students all participate in assisting with 
the region’s growth. As Richard Bremer, president 
of the Shreveport Chamber of Commerce stated, 
universities are essential in increasing a state’s 
community and job market capabilities.

Scott Terry, Ruston Chamber of Commerce 
president, believes that Ruston would not be the 
same town it is now without Louisiana Tech, stating 
that Ruston revolves around the university, which 
is the anchor that holds Ruston in place. Sue 
Edmunds, the president of Monroe’s Chamber of 
Commerce, agrees and believes that Tech works 
with organizations in the community to make north 
Louisiana better. The university has a tremendous 
impact with cultural events.

Louisiana Tech is also impacting the region through 
the contributions of internal departments and 
community service centers such as the Professional 
Development and Research Institute on Blindness, 
the Speech and Hearing Clinic and the Psychological 
Services Clinic.  Each unit has much to offer and 
provides significant value to the quality of life and 
economic strength of our region.

The Professional Development and Research 
Institute on Blindness, located in Woodson Hall on 
the Louisiana Tech campus, provides a variety of 
benefits and services that are difficult to quantify. 
After all, how does one measure bettering someone’s 
life? This specialized unit is known throughout 
the state and, in fact, throughout the nation. 
The institute’s mission is to increase professional 

preparation for individuals who work with blind 
children and adults and to continue to research the 
best way to train and educate these teachers. As 
a result of the programs, teachers of blind children 
and adults have made a significant impact in the 
lives of the blind students they teach. 

Louisiana Tech’s Speech and Hearing Center does 
more than just test the hearing of students on 
campus – its reach goes around the region to ensure 
that residents from preschool age to the elderly 
are tested for speech and hearing. Besides giving 
students free hearing tests, they test at the Early 
Childhood Center, area daycares, nursing homes, 
Head Start and in Lincoln Parish preschools. They 
also have patients as far as Texas, Mississippi and 
Arkansas, as well as from Alexandria and Monroe.

At a small cost, the Speech and Hearing Center can 
also create iPod ear molds, classroom amp systems, 
earplugs and more to anyone in the community.

The Psychological Services Clinic offers individual, 
couple, family and group therapies. Their services 
include evaluation and counseling for psychological, 
emotional and educational issues for adults, 
adolescents, children and families. Located in 
Louisiana Tech’s Enterprise Center, the clinic helps 
to train graduate students who study counseling 
psychology. The students provide psychological 
services to the public under the supervision of 
counseling psychology faculty.

Tech also provides the community with opportunities 
to experience art, theater, music and other cultural 
events.  The International Scholarship Dinner and 
the International Days Food and Cultural Festival 
offer the community ways to learn about the world 
outside of northern Louisiana. Internationally-
acclaimed performers as well as local talent perform 
at the university’s Howard Auditorium or Stone 
Theatre or can display their works at one of the two 
art galleries housed in the School of Art. 

Louisiana Tech serves and enriches communities all 
across the I-20 corridor.  From the pool of possible 
employees to the cultural activities to the assistance 
the university gives the community, Louisiana Tech 
is an essential building block in north Louisiana. 
and is shaping the community one mind at a time.

Building Blocks 
of Life 

Quality
of Life
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Community Service’s Learn and Serve America 
Division to create service-learning programs that 
address hurricane recovery and disaster preparedness.

Over the past two years, the program, titled “ULS 
Serves,” has funded 70 service-learning projects at 
the eight campuses.  These projects have engaged 
675 faculty and staff, 8,462 college students,  
201 youth volunteers, 1,276 adult volunteers, 
and 243 community partners - all working 
towards improving Louisiana’s communities.  

Louisiana Tech University faculty, staff, and students 
volunteered approximately 485,000 hours last 
year.  Contributing vastly to the communities in 
which they serve, students volunteered 397,000 
hours and faculty and staff served 88,000 hours.

Research shows that student participation in service 
has positive impacts on leadership ability, grades, 
retention, degree aspirations, critical thinking skills 
and commitment to helping others in difficulty.  
College graduates are also more likely to volunteer 
and participate in civic activities, so the foundations 
set in service-learning at the eight UL System schools 
will continue to benefit Louisiana for years to come.

Tech is establishing a mentoring program as part of 
the final year of the ULS Serves grant that has an 
increased emphasis on Pre-K-12 partnerships.  As 
part of the largest provider of education graduates 
in the state, this is a natural outgrowth of the 
symbiotic relationships UL System schools have 
with their local elementary and secondary schools.  

The economic and community impact study results 
show a solid foundation of service-learning and 
volunteerism at the eight universities.  Officials are 
working towards institutionalization of service-
learning activities to ensure a wide range of 
community programs remain available in the future.  

The UL System Service-Learning grants have been 
very important to Louisiana Tech, encouraging 
faculty to develop new and innovative courses and 
bringing their ideas to reality.  The grants have 
addressed two barriers to implementing service 
learning courses—funding and recognition.  Seven 
new courses have been developed as a result of 
grant funding, and faculty and students have had 
to opportunity to present project information at 
state, regional and several national conferences.

During the past three years, the university 
has established a Service-Learning/Civic 
Engagement Council with faculty, administrative, 
and student representation.  Louisiana Tech 
University improves the quality of life for 
communities in which it serves by providing 
cultural, economic, and educational opportunities 
that would not likely be available otherwise.

“The ‘family atmosphere’ that Tech has spills over 
into the local community and vice versa.  One cannot 
succeed without the other.  Tech represents the 
hope for a better state,” said Ryan Kilpatrick, who 
works in the financial ndustry in Lincoln Parish. 

Quality
of Life
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& Beyond

Confidence, Excellence, Commitment, Knowledge, Integrity, Respect, Leadership, Loyalty, Enthusiasm, Caring, 
Hope, Pride. The Tenets of Tech serve as a compass students use to navigate through life and to lead others 
toward a better tomorrow.
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A Well-Deserved Reputation 
for Innovation

IMPACTAbove & Beyond

Louisiana Tech University is, once again, leading 
the way in measures of innovation productivity 
and delivering new ideas to the marketplace.

Tech ranked #2 in the nation amongst academic 
institutions in terms of innovation productivity 
as measured by number of new inventions 
generated per research dollar expended, according 
to a 2008 report released by the Association 
of University Technology Managers.

Louisiana Tech also ranked second nationally 
amongst academic institutions in terms of the 
rate of new spin-out or start-up companies.

Nearly 200 universities, hospitals, and research 
institutions took part in the survey of 2007 
licensing activity.  When normalizing for research 
expenditures, Louisiana Tech produced new 
inventions at a rate equivalent to 22.6 invention 
disclosures per $10 million in R&D expenditures 
and 14.1 start-ups per $100 million in R&D 
expenditures.  Nationally, only Brigham Young 
University exceeded this output in each category.

“We cannot help but be amazed at the discoveries 
of our faculty and the breadth of their inventions,” 
says Dr. Richard Kordal, director of Louisiana 
Tech’s Office of Intellectual Property and 
Commercialization (OIPC). “These inventions 
span a wide range of scientific disciplines from 
nanotechnology to biomedical engineering.”

In 2008, Tech had a total of 27 Reports of 
Invention (ROI) disclosed to the OIPC.  This 
averages out to about 20 ROIs per $10 million of 
research and development expenditures, which is 
approximately five times the national average.

Six new patents were issued to Louisiana 
Tech in 2008, giving the university a total of 
25. Of the newly issued patents, three of them 
have already been licensed to companies.

Louisiana Tech also filed a total of 18 new patent 
applications. One of these patent applications 
covered a new device, invented by Dr. Ville 
Kajaakari, that is placed in a shoe and that can 

harvest the power from walking motion to 
recharge batteries or other electronic devices.

Another application covered a method, 
invented by Drs. Henry Cardenas and Kelly 
Crittenden, for strengthening bone and/or 
repairing bone fractures more effectively.

Tech has signed nine new licenses/options during 
2008 (5 licenses and 4 options) giving a percentage 
of licenses/option executed to ROIs received of 
33%.  In just the past five years, Louisiana Tech’s 
license/options activity has more than quadrupled.

“Our researchers continue to produce innovative 
technologies that are of significant commercial 
interest,” says Dr. Les Guice, vice president for 
research and development for Louisiana Tech.  
“Having those technologies licensed by Louisiana 
companies and start-ups is a major goal of ours.”

In 2008, two new Louisiana-based start-up 
companies were formed based on technology 
licensed from Louisiana Tech. Both of these 
companies have opened offices in Tech’s business 
incubator. With these new additions, Louisiana 
Tech’s two business incubators are at full capacity.

The inventions at Louisiana Tech are capturing 
the attention of entrepreneurs, established 
companies and other potential partners and 
collaborators from around the nation.

“This is just another of a long line of examples of 
how Louisiana Tech has gained a strong reputation 
for innovation within the business community,” 

“Our innovation programs and facilities 
fulfill an important mission of the University 
to support economic development in the 
state and region.”

Les Guice,
 Vice President for 

Research and Development, 
Louisiana Tech University

Above
& Beyond
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For the over 1.1 million people that live and 
the over 500,000 that work in rural Louisiana, 
Tech has your interests at heart.

Louisiana Tech University’s Center for Rural 
Development (CRD) provides the state’s 
community and economic leaders with a 
central point of contact for university-based 
research and outreach relevant to rural 
communities.

Housed in Tech’s Office for Academic Affairs, 
the CRD responds to inquiries from the public 
regarding sources of technical assistance, 
data, grants and loans, and state and federal 
programs for rural development projects.

Outreach and training programs are provided 
to the public on issues related to rural 
community and economic development.  
Through its newsletter, Rural Louisiana, email 
and website communications, conference 
presentations, workshops, and trainings, 
the CRD provides resources and information 
essential to the future growth of Louisiana’s 
rural regions.

The CRD encourages and assists researchers 
to both develop and to collaborate in projects 
that will benefit rural communities. In this work, 
the CRD’s staff identifies sources of funding, 
assists in the development of proposals, and 
connects faculty and staff to rural community 
partners.  It also provides assistance in use of 
technology such as digital cameras, scanners, 
and other resources to aid projects, and 
provides technical assistance to projects.

The Center for Rural 
Development Serves, 
Strives for a Better 
Louisiana

states Kordal. “There are many programs and 
departments here at Tech are regarded as highly 
valuable assets within the community.”

Education professor puts the “Tech” in  
Louisiana Tech 
Education has come a long way from the 
days of the abacus and the inkwell.

Technology has now become the primary 
tool of the trade, and Dr. Lajeane Thomas, a 
professor in the College of Education, has been 
recognized as a trailblazer in this methodology.

eSchool News has selected Thomas as one of its “Ten 
Who’ve Made a Difference” in educational technology, 
calling those on the list “ed-tech movers and shakers.”

The honor acknowledges the contributions of 
educators who have had a profound impact on 
educational technology in the last decade.

“Being a chair with International Society for 
Technology in Education (ISTE) all of these 
years has provided me with the opportunity to 
touch a lot of people because of the standards 
that were developed,” Thomas said.

Thomas shares the honor with people such as 
Microsoft Chairman Bill Gates, One Laptop 
Per Child Chairman Nicholas Negroponte 
and Linda G. Roberts, former special White 
House advisor on educational technology.

Thomas is passionate about technology in 
education because, she said, it cuts across the 
curriculum and creates a stronger community. 

“We have the ability to reach beyond one subject 
area,” Thomas said. “Whatever the subject area 
– science, social studies, math – technology is 
used as a port for education in those areas.” 

eSchool News said it chose Thomas because of 
her leadership in creating the nation’s first set of 
standards which define what students should know 
and be able to do with technology. In 1998, the 
National Education Technology Standards for 
students were released, and the NETS for teachers 
and administrators were released shortly afterwards. 

Last year, ITSE released an updated version of the 
standards for the students, and a revised version of the 
NETS for teachers will be released in June 2008. New 
NETS for administrators should follow in June 2009. 

College of Business recognizes innovators, 
entrepreneurs in plan competition 
A total of $11,000 in cash and prizes was awarded 
to some of Louisiana Tech’s most innovative and 
entrepreneurial minds during the final round of the 
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Architecture Students Provide Designs for 
Post-Katrina Homes
Students from Louisiana Tech’s School of Architecture students developed housing design 
prototypes for members of the New Orleans Gert Town community that was affected by Hurricane 
Katrina.

The students developed designs for two site-specific housing prototypes and a community house 
for the 170-year old Gert Town neighborhood located in mid-city New Orleans. The area is known 
historically for important jazz sites and is the home of Xavier University, light industry and small 
businesses.

“This project was a good opportunity for students to assist people in need within their state and to 
learn how to work with real clients to understand their needs,” said Vibhavari Jani, chairwoman of 
the interior design program and one of two professors who directed students in this project. Kevin 
Singh, acting assistant professor of architecture, also worked with the project. Ten architecture 
and six interior design students worked on the designs.

“This is something students can’t get in the classroom. In this project, there is a real sense of 
satisfaction from giving back to society.”

Student designs were developed after consulting with residents and conducting demographic 
and environmental studies.  The centerpiece of the student design will be what is known as a 
“friendship house,” a concept from a model used in rehabilitating neighborhoods in Shreveport 
and Bossier City. This design combines public and private areas around a large central building 
where neighborhood leaders reside.

This project was funded by a University of Louisiana System and Learn and Serve America  “ULS 
Serves” grant.

2008 TOP DAWG Business Plan Competition.

The “Oilfield Diagnostics” team won first place 
and $4,000 with a plan for a new form of offshore 
pipe and platform inspection.  Second place and 
$2,000 was awarded to the “Blue Green Fuels” 
team, who developed a plan for an alternative bio-
fuel feed stock or oil that will be used to create 
bio-diesel.  The “Brute Force” team won third 
place and $1,000 for an innovative product line of 
“automated spotting” power lifting equipment.

In addition to the cash awards, the Louisiana Tech 
Enterprise Center provides incubator space valued at 
$4,500 for six months to the first, second, and third-
place teams.  The Louisiana Tech Enterprise Center 
provides facilities and support for the development 
and commercialization of the teams’ ideas.

The $2,000 Jones Walker Entrepreneurial 
Spirit Award went to the “Unitext” team and 
their plan for an electronic notebook and 
textbook reader for college students.

The “Oilfield Diagnostics” team also won 

the $2,000 Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce Best Presentation Award.

The annual TOP DAWG competition was 
established in 2002 and is sponsored by Louisiana 
Tech’s College of Business, in association with the 
College of Engineering and Science, Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Information Technology 
(CEnIT) and the Association of Business, 
Engineering, and Science Entrepreneurs (ABESE).

Above
& Beyond
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The Impact of Spending
The annual fiscal impact of each university was 
estimated using a spending model originally outlined 
by the American Council on Education.  Sometimes 
referred to as an “accounting method,” the model details 
expenditures from various sources and then uses a basic 
multiplier to estimate total dollar impact.  Expenditures 
were separated into those within an identified target 
area and those outside of the target area.  All primary 
and secondary data sources were rigorously checked 
and subjected to tests of reasonableness.  Questionable 
data and some outlier data points were discarded.

University expenditures were derived from reports of 
non-personnel related spending matched to vendor 
names and addresses.  Thus the total amount of 
spending from operational and restricted accounts for 
equipment, supplies, services, and other consumables was 
estimated.  An  Educational Services multiplier from 
the Bureau of Economic Analysis, RIMS II chart was 
applied.

Faculty and staff expenditures at each campus were based 
on survey data collected in Fall 2008.  Respondents were
asked to supply monthly estimates of spending in 
categories such as Housing, Food, Entertainment, 
Telecommunications, Transportation, etc.  Average 
spending by category was determined and applied to total 
faculty and staff counts to determine a dollar total.  RIMS 
II multipliers for each category were used to determine a 
weighted average multiplier across categories.  Similarly, 
student expenditures were collected via survey and 
analyzed.  

Affiliated organizations are those third-party entities 
that perform services on behalf of the university and 
have a separate payroll and budget.  Some examples 
are food service companies, bookstores, housing 
management companies, and printing companies.  The 
payrolls, expenditures and capital expenditures of these 
organizations were added into the spending model.   

Capital outlay construction, privatized construction and 
deferred maintenance monies are significant expenditures 
for a university and are separate from the operational and 
restricted budgets.  To account for the wide variations 

in capital expenses over time, the model used an eight-
year average to determine the “typical” capital expenses 
spent in a year.  Figures on state capital outlay, deferred 
maintenance, and privatized construction were obtained 
from the University of Louisiana System office.

Data from the Louisiana State Employees Retirement 
System (LASERS) and the Teachers Retirement System 
of Louisiana (TRSL) indicated that numerous retired 
faculty and staff continue to live in the target areas of 
their respective universities.  Gross retirement salary data 
collected from LASERS and TRSL was adjusted for 
benefits before being added to the spending model.  

Payments to health providers were estimated using data 
obtained from the Office of Group Benefits (OGB).  
Payment data included zip codes of providers and thus 
were separated into target area and non-target area totals.  
Payments to non-OGB providers were also estimated by 
determining the number of employees and retirees not 
subscribed to OGB health plans and then multiplying 
that number by the yearly average payment per subscriber.

Each university collected events and activities data from 
academic and non-academic units on campus.  Data 
collected included the event name and description, the 
sponsoring department, the date(s) and time of the events, 
and the number of non-university attendees.  Each event 
was also categorized by type, e.g., athletic, performing 
arts, continuing education, public service, etc.  The visitor 

Quantitative and 
Qualitative Analysis

The University of Louisiana System Economic 
and Community Impact Study focused on the 
following four components:

�.  The Impact of Spending

�.  The Impact of Teaching

�.  The Impact of Research and Service

�.  The Impact on Quality of Life

IMPACTMethodology

Methodology
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Over $743 million in University of Louisiana System direct student expenditures yielded an impact of over $1.3 billion.

data was used to estimate the number of day visitors and 
overnight visitors and their associated estimated expenses 
for transportation, food, and lodging.  These estimates 
were added into the spending model.

The Impact of Teaching
This study examined the impact of teaching at UL System 
universities by analyzing the contributions of its graduates 
in economic and non-economic terms. The UL System 
graduates more students with baccalaureate and master’s 
degrees than any other state system.  Research on in-state 
retention rates of UL system graduates indicates that the 
rate is high, at least 65%.  The dollar value to the state of 
such degree attainment was calculated.  

Additional analysis demonstrated that UL System 
graduates contribute heavily to new and emerging 
industries identified by the office for Louisiana Economic 
Development as essential for future state growth.  
Graduates also benefit their communities and the state in 
other ways such as decreased crime rates, increased civic 
engagement, and better health.

The Impact of Research and Service
Universities in the UL System are increasingly 
participating in research and service projects and centers 
that have tremendous impact or potential impact on the 

region and state.  Each university surveyed its academic 
and non-academic units to ascertain whether particular 
programs or centers have a beneficial impact to citizens 
outside the university community.  Those that did were 
asked to describe such impact and to estimate quantitative 
indicators such as jobs created or sustained, dollars saved, 
and clients served.

The Impact on Quality of Life
The impact that the university makes on the quality of 
life in its region was estimated in two ways: 1) the events 
and activities data described previously was used to tally 
the number of participants and to categorize the types of 
events offered by each institution; and 2) the faculty/staff 
and student surveys asked respondents to estimate the 
number of hours that are volunteered for community 
service projects.  Campus teams used this data to gather 
further qualitative narrative on particular events of 
interest.

Methodology
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